
 

 

 

  
 

Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center  
Monthly Progress Report April 2015 
 
The Resource Center serves the State of 
Georgia by delineating outreach efforts into 
five geographic territories, serving 433 
school Partners across the state. 
Additionally, the Resource Center has 290 
Friends, or community stakeholder partners 
that support the state’s mission. A map of 
the five outreach territories and the 
distribution of SRTS Partner Schools 
(denoted by dots), is shown on the right. 
The map also displays locations for 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) Child Pedestrian 
Curriculum trainings, the sites of the 
Forums, and sites of SRTS Travel Plans 
administered by the Resource Center since 
the project’s start in 2009. 
 
In August, the Resource Center School 
Outreach Coordinators (SOCs) held 95 
meetings and gave 11 presentations. 
Additionally, the team held its quarterly 
meeting in Atlanta August 26-28, 2015. 
 
All Partners are listed on the complete 
Partner list at the back of this report. Click here for more information about the Resource Center’s Partnership 
program.    
 
 
Outreach  
 
Metro Atlanta Territory – Nichole Hollis, School Outreach Coordinator (SOC) 
 
Nichole provides assistance to 137 Partner Schools in the Metro Atlanta Region. Two schools signed on as Partners 
in August.   

 Ashford Park Elementary School (Dekalb)  

 Thomasville Heights Elementary School (Atlanta Public Schools)  
 

http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/partnership
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In August, Nichole assisted schools with plans for International Walk to School 
Day (iWalk,) met with prospective partners, and worked with Kaiser 
Permanente’s Fire up Your Feet Program.  
 
Bethune Elementary School (Fulton County) is a SRTS Infrastructure 
awardee school and excited to participate with Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
this school year! Nichole met with the new school champion on August 14th 
and discussed efforts for a ribbon cutting ceremony in late October. The 
school has over 600 students enrolled with over 300 students that have 
participated in walk and roll days in the past. Nichole is helping the school to 
also plan their iWalk event in October. 
 
 
 
Oakhurst Elementary School (Dekalb) held their first walk and roll event of 
the school year on August 11th. The walking school bus group created a 
"Physical Walking School Bus" as they headed to school on their second day 
back from summer break! Oakhurst Elementary School won the partner of the 
year award for Metro Atlanta for the 2014-2015 school year. Oakhurst is 

located in Decatur, GA and has over half of the population walking and biking to school every day! Despite the 
schools major traffic issues, 60 percent of the students walk to school. The photo at the left includes students from 
Oakhurst Elementary School on their way to school! 
 
On August 3rd, Nichole presented at Decatur City Schools back to school meeting with Decatur Active Living 
(friend). The meeting included new school champions and new volunteers from Decatur City Government. She 
explained to the group her role in the program and background history about the program in Georgia and Decatur.  
 
In September, Nichole plans to attend tabling events, assist schools with student travel tallies, and increase her 
number of schools participating in iWalk this year. 
 
 
East Central Territory - Taki Smith, School Outreach Coordinator 
 
The East Central Territory has 81 Partners.  
 
During August, Taki attended an Open House event at River Ridge Elementary School, located in Columbia 
County. At the event Taki provided SRTS information to over 100 parents and she also handed out flyers promoting 
International Walk to School Day, which will be held at River Ridge Elementary School on Wednesday, October 7th. 
Taki also collaborated with the CSRA Regional Commission Planner and was able to assist the school with 
accessing online Parent Surveys. The Parent Surveys will be electronically disbursed to all the parents at River 
Ridge Elementary School. The students will receive a SRTS bookmark as an incentive for completing the surveys. 
 
On August 14th, Taki partnered with Kyle Collins, GDOT District-East Communications Officer to compile and 
distribute a final copy of the Walk Audit, conducted on July 20th for River Ridge Elementary School. The Walk Audit 
report outlined the observation survey results and included GDOT recommendations and suggestions to make the 
area around the school more walkable and safe.  

 
Taki sent iWalk email reminders to School Champions and conducted several phone meetings throughout August. 
Taki was able to assist schools with registering for the IWalk event as well as encourage active and inactive schools 
to enhance their wellness programs by participating in the IWalk.  
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On August 13th, Taki met with Kinsey McMurtry, from the Newton County Health Department. Kinsey is the new 
Health Promotion Coordinator for Newton, Rockdale, and Gwinnett Counties. Taki and Kinsey will collaborate in the 
near future to get more schools active in Rockdale County. Kinsey has agreed to keep Taki updated about upcoming 
events for elementary and middle school aged students in regards to health and wellness.   
 
In September, Taki will focus on collecting Student Travel Tallies, encouraging schools to register for iWalk, provide 
Partners with resources to plan their IWalk event, and keep schools and Champions abreast of upcoming SRTS 
events and program offerings.  
 
North Georgia Territory – Elizabeth Jones, School Outreach Coordinator 
 
Elizabeth has 105 Partners in the North Georgia Territory. This month included outreach through tabling at back to 
school events in schools and the community.  The tabling events were successes and have fostered additional 
partnerships and opportunities for SRTS awareness.   
 
The Back to School Open House at Turner Middle School in Douglas County opened the door for planning iWalk 
events, as well as, a Bike Rodeo for Turner Middle School and neighboring Lithia Springs Elementary School.  
Turner Middle School has also been selected as a participant with one of our partner organizations, Fire Up Your 
Feet, a project of the Safe Routes to School National Partnership.  Tabling at the Powder Springs National Night 
Out event provided an opportunity to meet a number of community organizations that are interested in partnering 
with SRTS.  Elizabeth also made connections with some private organizations that have requested pedestrian safety 
to be taught to their students.   
 
North Georgia Friend Organizations including Safe Kids and Regional Commissions resumed meetings after the 
summer break.  Presentations at those meetings allowed Elizabeth to talk about iWalk and Travel Tallies for the new 
school year.  These friend organizations are eager to help get the word out, lace up their sneakers and get walking 
with students on October 7th!   
 
During the Northwest Georgia Regional Commission and Bike Walk Northwest Georgia (NWGA) Coalition 
Meeting, Elizabeth learned about a school in the small community of Cave Spring.  Cave Spring Elementary 
School is eager to get students involved in healthy initiatives such as walking and biking, but have some safety 
concerns around the school.  I was able to meet with the school principal, suggest ideas such as Walk AT School 
events and Walking School Buses.  The principal was very receptive and agreed to sign on as a new Partner.   
 
The month closed with training and collaborating with other SOCs at the Quarterly Team Meeting in Atlanta.  I was 
able to highlight some of the activities going on in the North GA Region, during a presentation for our client.  Since I 
started during the end of the school year, Elizabeth is excited about working with schools during the fall. She 
provides a fresh approach to their concerns. 
 
Southwest Georgia Territory – Chelsea Carter, School Outreach Coordinator 
 
Chelsea supports Safe Routes programming for 69 Partner Schools in the Southwest Georgia territory.  
 
Chelsea continued to meet the administration at the prospective schools in Pembroke and Hazlehurst.  

 While attending Open House at Bryan County’s Pembroke Elementary School, Chelsea was introduced to 
school staff including teachers, counselors, assistant principals as well as the principal of the new school.   

 Jeff Davis County schools in Hazelhurst hosted a walk audit and presentation to all principals and key 
members in the decision to implement the program in order to inform the group of the offerings and benefits 
of Safe Routes to School. A report will be provided to the client. 
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Plans for the Regional Commission Collaborative meeting have been progressing.  Julio Portillo from the River 
Valley Regional Commission has helped locate a venue and aided in establishing an agenda. Attendees at this 
meeting will include representatives from the Georgia Department of Transportation; Georgia Department of 
Education; Teens in the Driver’s Seat; and contacts at following Regional Commissions: Heart of Georgia, Middle 
Georgia, River Valley, Southwest Georgia, South Georgia, and Three Rivers. At the end of this meeting the goal 
is to have each region leave with a better understanding of strategies to accomplish the expectations in their DOT 
contracts. 
  
While in Thomasville, Chelsea met with schools in the area, both partners and prospective partners.  New champion 
Latoya Williams at prospective school Harper Elementary School also works at the current partner Scott 
Elementary School.  Schools in Thomasville, including Garrison Pilcher Elementary School and Scott Elementary 
are working to plan International Walk to School events that will include NHTSA lessons and testing.  
  
New contacts have been made in the town of Hahira in Lowndes County. Amy Martin and Corey Hull from the 
South Georgia Regional Commission, alongside Chelsea, met at the Hahira Police Department with the Hahira 
Mayor and members of the department to discuss traffic issues and safety concerns of the schools. With the 
upcoming construction of nearby exits 22 and 29, already congested traffic is expected to worsen exponentially. The 
aim is to use Safe Routes to School to help lessen traffic and educate students, staff and community members on the 
hazards presented by traffic caused by early pick-up arrival and single-family cars. Possible Park-and-Walk and 
carpooling ideas have been presented. Chelsea will observe dismissal with Chief of Police Terry Davis and meet 
with the School Resource Officers at both Hahira Elementary and Middle schools. Plans to partner the schools with 
the Safe Routes Resource Center will be presented. 
  
In the next month, presentations at the Alliance for Healthier Generation workshops in Bainbridge and Albany will 
be held. Chelsea will promote partnering with the GA SRTS Resource Center as a compliment to the schools’ 
Alliance for a Healthier Generation programs. Chelsea and Elizabeth Jones will attend the Tanner Medical’s ‘Get 
Healthy, Live Well Summit’ in Carrollton that will focus on 
Safe Routes to School and healthy initiatives. September will 
also focus on data collection within Partner schools as well as 
registration for International Walk to School Day events. 
 
Coastal Georgia Territory – Patti Sistrunk, School 
Outreach Coordinator 
 
The Coastal Georgia Territory has 41 Partner Schools in five 
counties.  
 
Hodge Elementary School in Chatham County opened the 
school year on August 6th with the first daily walking school 
buses. The Savannah Chatham County School System 
(SCCPSS) Campus Police have worked throughout the 
spring and summer to prepare for the walking school buses 
and provided paid adult chaperones to walk with the children. 
Patti has worked with the SCCPSS personnel, the Coastal 
Regional Commission, Healthy Savannah, and other 
organizations to coordinate the walking school buses and 
other strategies to improve safety in the neighborhood around 
Hodge, DeRenne Middle School, and Beach High School.  
The walking school buses were featured in local media as the 
top back-to-school story! See screen shot from the Savannah 
Morning News (newspaper) website.  
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Safe Kids Savannah began the school year with a coalition meeting at Lake Mayer Park in Savannah. Patti is 
serving as the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee Chairperson. Patti met with the Safe Kids Coordinator to 
plan for International Walk to School Day and apply for additional grants to support events.  
 
St. Marys Middle School in Camden County is the focus on efforts to host a walk audit and potentially have a Travel 
Plan. Patti communicated with the principal, a city councilman, the chief of St. Marys Police, and other community 
members about meeting to discuss an application for Travel Plan assistance. That meeting is tentatively set for mid-
September. The school is at the intersection of two Georgia highways, and there is a concern for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and driver safety.  
 
Marketing and Resource Development 
 
The team posted to Facebook 11 times in August including information about the back to school events, iWalk, 
school highlights, and other topics. Click here to go to the Facebook Page.   
 
The Resource Center created Spanish-language materials pages for the Resource Center website and uploaded 
materials translated to Spanish. The site page also links to the National Center for SRTS Spanish language 
resources.  http://saferoutesga.org/content/materiales-en-espa%C3%B1ol-0  
 
The Resource Center team met in Atlanta on August 26th through 28th for the Quarter 3 Team Meeting. The team 
discussed fall outreach efforts, shared new resources, planned for more data collection, and interviewed candidates 
for the East Central Georgia position. We also presented a project update to Katelyn DiGioia, GDOT’s Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Engineer and State SRTS Coordinator. The next team meeting is set for Atlanta on November 5th.  
 
Resource Center staff received and began distributing 12-month poster calendars and project brochures. 
Additionally, incentives were received and distribution began. Those incentives for schools include pencils, reflective 
zipper pulls, stickers, and glow-in-the-dark bracelets.  
 
The project team continues to coordinate with GDOT’s District Communications Officers (DCOs) to promote events 
and programs regionally and statewide. 
 
Travel Plan Assistance 
 
A new Travel Plan map has been uploaded to the Georgia SRTS Resource Center website. The map is interactive 
and shows the locations of each Resource Center completed Travel Plan and Safety Focused Report. The map is 
available at http://saferoutesga.org/content/completed-travel-plans-0.   
 
Applications are available now for Travel Plans and Safety-Focused Report for 2015-16 school year. Deadline for the 
application is November 5, 2015. For more information on the planning process, visit 
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/safe-routes-school-travel-plans-and-reports.   
  
 
Thirty Day Look Ahead 
 
The Outreach team will promote International Walk to School Day, solicit Student Travel Tallies, and encourage 
pedestrian and bicycle education throughout September. The team will schedule pedestrian and bicycle safety 
education events and work with schools to promote Safe Routes programming.  
 
Additionally, AECOM will hire and train a new School Outreach Coordinator for the East Central Georgia Territory in 
September and early October.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GASRTSResourceCenter
http://saferoutesga.org/content/materiales-en-espa%C3%B1ol-0
http://saferoutesga.org/content/completed-travel-plans-0
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/safe-routes-school-travel-plans-and-reports
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